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TAGS: JO UN ID PLO XF 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE LAUNCHING OF ARAB CAMPAIGN TO OUST ISRAEL 
FROM UNGA AT ISLAMIC CONFERENCE 

REF: STATE 161087 

1. SUMMARY: CHARGE SOUGHT URGENT APPOINTEMENT AND PRESENTED INSTRU- 
CTIONS PER REFTEL TO PRIME MINISTER RIFAI REGARDING POSSIBLE 
LAUNCHING OF ARAB CAMPAIGN AT ISLAMIC CONFERENCE TO OUST ISRAEL 
FROM UNGA. RIFAI SAID GOJ FULLY AGREES WITH USG ON ISSUE AND HAS 
INSTRUCTED GOJ DELEGATION TO LOBBY ACTIVELY TO KEEP ISSUE 

FROM COMING UP AT ISLAMIC CONFERENCE. END SUMMARY. 

2. RIFAI SAID GOJ HAS RUMORS BUT NO DEFINITE INFORMATION THAT 
SUBJECT MIGHT BE RAISED AT ISLAMIC CONFERENCE. (HE SAID HE HAS 
ALSO HEARD RUMORS THAT PLO MIGHT RAISE ISSUE AT LIM- NON-ALIGNED 
CONFERENCE). RIFAI STRESSED THAT GOJ IS SERIOUSLY WORRIED 
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IF IT DOES IT WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT FOR SUCH A GATHERING TO OPPOSE 
PUBLICLY. 

3. RIFAI SAID GOJ FULLY AGREES WITH USG ANALYSIS (OUTLINED 
PARA 2 REFTEL) OF SERIOUS NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES OF MOVE TO 
EXPEL ISRAEL FROM UNGA. HE MENTIONED HIS PARTICULAR 
CONCERN THAT IT COULD SERIOUSLY HURT THE MOMENTUM FOR PEACE 
IN THE MIDEAST AND THAT ISRAEL MIGHT FEEL NO LONGER 

BOUND TO ABIDE BY UN RES 242 AND 338. 

4. RIFAI SAID HE HAS INSTRUCTED GOJ DELEGATION (LED MY MIN OF STATE 
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS SADIQ AS SHARI'I) TO LOBBY ACTIVELY TO KEEP 
ISSUE FROM COMING UP AT CONFERENCE. HE HOWEVER URGED USG TO BE 
ACTIVE WITH OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES. IT TOLD HIM WE WERE MAKING 
SIMILIAR APPROACHES ELSEWHERE. RIFAI SAID HE THOUGH OTHER 
MODERATE ARABS (HE MENTIONED SAUDI ARABIA.EGYPT, AND MOROCCO 
AND TUNISIA SPECIFICALLY) WOULD LISTEN TO REASON ON THIS ONE. 

HE ADDED THAT SAUDI ARABIA WILL HAVE KEY POSITION AS CHAIRMAN 
OF THE CONFERENCE. RIFAI AT FIRST INDICATED THAT SYRIA MIGHT BE 
A PROBLEM BUT LATER SAID HE THOUGH SYRIA MIGHT ALSO COOPERATE 
WITH EFFORT TO QUASH EXPULSION ISSUE. 

5. COMMENT: RIFAI ABVIOUSLY SHARES INTENSITY OF OUR CONCERN AT 
CONSULTATION AND DIPLOMATIC ACTION ON OUR PARTS AS WELL AS FROM 
GOJ TO NIP THIS IN THE BUD BEFORE IT GETS ANY PUBLIC EXPOSURE 

AT ISLAMIC CONFERENCE. 
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